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Homily for the First Sunday of Advent 2020 
 

 
  I would like to divide this homily for the First Sunday in Advent into two parts in 

order to outline what we need to do in this Holy Season of Advent and reflect upon our 

Scripture readings.   The two parts are these:  The Darkness Around Us & The Light in Our 

Darkness. 

1. The Darkness Around Us… 

 Back in March Pope Francis,  in giving his Blessing to the City and to the World,  

described the world situation amidst COVID:  For weeks now it has been evening.  Thick 

darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives,  

filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void that stops everything as it 

passes by. …  We find ourselves afraid and lost.    

Deacon Greg Kandra captures maybe what we are feeling right now:    Now we find 

ourselves almost nine months later in a similar darkness of new COVID restrictions and 

lockdowns;  continued disruptions in our work, schools, normal routines and even amongst 

our families and friends.  We are also are aware of our own personal sins and failings, and 

how at times evil has come into this situation to confuse, disrupt, and sow discord.   For 

many of us Christmas cannot come soon enough.   

And so during this Advent Season, during the darkest time of the year, during one of 

the darkest years we can remember, we want and need light, joy and cheer.    Deacon Kandra 

quotes the author Annalise Jolley who tells us:  It is hard to notice God at work in the dark.  

…As the prophets knew, we have to think outside the box to imagine a more beautiful future.  

We have to settle in, quiet down, and watch for pinpricks of light.  We want to see beyond the 

darkness.  What do we need to do in order for this to happen this Lent?  Stay awake and 

watch for God during this upcoming weeks of wonder, waiting, and prayer. 

2. The Light in Our Darkness… 

 As I thought about these words, my mind wandered back 28 years ago when I was 

assigned for three years to the Cathedral in Portland beginning in 1992.   It was my first year, 

a Monday evening in early December.  The pastor was gone on his day off and I had covered 

the 7:30 morning Mass and was heading over to the church to open it for the evening Mass at 

5:30.  A storm had been blowing all afternoon, and just when the darkness came on, the 

lights went out in that whole section of Portland.   I panicked a bit wondering if I should go 

ahead with Mass in a totally dark cathedral, but the ten or so folks who were regulars had 

already come to the church.  So I gathered candlesticks from the sacristy and put them on the 

altar.    I had just enough light to see the Lectionary and Sacramentary.  I presided from the 

altar and celebrated Mass that evening with an unexpected sense of calm and hope.     

 We might say:  WHO IS THE LIGHT IN OUR DARKNESS?   That is what the Season 

of Advent is all about.  WHO are we waiting for in Advent?   We celebrate each year what 

has already happened:  That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became flesh, became a human 
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being through the power of the Holy Spirit and the YES of the Virgin Mary.  He was born in 

a manger in Bethlehem.  We commemorate the Incarnation: Son of God and Son of Mary, 

fully human, fully divine, who came to save us from our sins.   Jesus Christ, the son of God 

and Son of Mary is the LIGHT IN OUR DARKNESS.   

Sister Dorothy Jean in her LECTIO reflection on this First Sunday of Advent points 

out: “The opening prayer for Sunday’s Eucharist captures the essence of the season.  Listen to 

the first part of the [opening] prayer: “Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve 

to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming,…" and then it continues: 

“so that, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.” This opening prayer captures 

the message of the three readings, in a simple and profound way. “ 

In our first reading, the Prophet Isaiah, the prophet who is quoted the most during 

Advent, we hear:  Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,  with the mountains 

quaking before you, 

while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, 

such as they had not heard of from of old. 

No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you 

doing such deeds for those who wait for him.  

 In these verses Isaiah reminds us of Moses and God on Mount Sinai, after God had 

worked miracles in freeing the Israelites from the Egyptians.   As God freed Israel from 

slavery and brought them into the Promised Land, God will free his People from the slavery 

of sin and bring them a new dignity and relationship in his Son.    

 Our reading from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians reminds us:  He will keep 

you firm to the end, as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ irreproachable on 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with 

his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Even as Jesus came in the flesh—fully human and fully 

Divine—to save us from our sins by his death on the Cross and Resurrection and Ascension, 

he will come at the end of time to bring all of creation to completion.    

 We hear in the Gospel.  TAKE HEED, WATCH; FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW WHEN 

THE TIME [of the Lord] WILL COME.  Jesus says to us: “AND WHAT I SAY TO YOU I SAY 

TO ALL: WATCH.”   Just as the watchman gave a sense of hope and peace to those over 

whom he watches and guards until the rising of the sun, the light of day, so too we are 

actively preparing, watching and hoping for the coming of the Lord to free us from the 

darkness of sin and bring us to Christ our Light.  To be awake is to be alive in faith,  St. Paul 

writes to the Ephesians “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you 

light”. 

In the Advent Preface, the prayer before the Holy, Holy, we hear:  For he assumed at 

his first coming the lowliness of human flesh, and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago, 

and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, that, when he comes again in glory and majesty 

and all is at last made manifest, we who watch for that day may inherit the great promise in 

which now we dare to hope. Being watchful, being vigilant is what our ADVENT season is all 

about.  We are challenged to be watchful, to be vigilant  WATCHERS, looking for Christ.   

Jesus is the LIGHT in our DARKNESS.  Let us actively prepare for his coming… 


