
Jesus Sends the Apostles

1 | begin
 Pray the Glory Be with your child.
  Show your child a picture of the Vatican and Saint Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome. Remind him that the Pope, Peter’s successor, lives there, and that 
Saint Peter’s is the visible sign of the Church that Christ established on 
earth, the Church to which we belong.

  Read Matthew 28:18–20 aloud.

2 | summarize
Summarize this week’s lesson for your child: 
Example: Jesus told his disciples to build his Church—a worldwide family of 
people who love and follow Jesus. During the forty days between his Resurrection and 
Ascension, Jesus prepared his Apostles in a special way for that work. 

3 | review
Review this week’s lesson by asking your child the following questions:
1.  How long did Jesus spend with his disciples after his Resurrection?

(Forty days.)
2.  What did Jesus do with his disciples before his Ascencion? (Strengthened

their faith, helped them understand his teachings, and instructed them on how to
spread the gospel.)

3.  What power did Jesus give to his disciples after his Resurrection? (The
power to forgive sins.)

4.  Before his Ascension, whom did Jesus name as the visible head of his
Church? (Peter.)
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Lesson Focus | After his Resurrection, Jesus appeared to the Apostles many times, giving them 
the authority to forgive sins, teaching them all they needed to know to build his Church, and 
commissioning them to baptize people in his name. Before his Ascension, he made Peter the first 
leader of the Church—the Pope. Today, Jesus remains present in both the Church and the world. 
He asks us to love him by loving the Church and our neighbors.
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4 | apply
Help your child apply this week’s lesson by asking the following questions:
1.  How does the Church help you know and love Jesus? How can you

show Jesus that you’re grateful for the gift of his Church?
2.  What does it mean to see Jesus in others? When is it difficult to see

Jesus in others? How should we act toward other people?

5 | conclude
 With your child, pray the Hail Mary.

6 | follow up
During the week, do at least one of the following activities with your child:
1.  Memorize Matthew 16:18.
2.  Invite a single, widowed, or divorced person to join your family

for Sunday dinner. Let your child help with the meal planning and
preparations.

3.  Make a list of people you know who are in need of prayers. Write out
their names on a chalkboard or white board, and include them in your
prayers at night.
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And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on 
this rock  I will build 
my Church, and the 
gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against 
it.
 —Matthew 16:18
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