
20th Ordinary Sunday © 

 The message we hear from Jesus today in the Gospel is a little dis-

concerting.  He wants to set the world ablaze.  That’s really scary here in 

Oregon, where at this time year, we are often plagued with wildfires.  

Please God, NO Blazing Earth!  But that’s what Jesus wants. 

  And , then he declares that, he is not going to bring peace….. but 

discord.  Why would the Prince of Peace want to do such a thing? 

I mean, let’s look at his life.  When he was born, the Angels sang, 

“Glory to God in the highest and PEACE on earth to people of good will.”  

When Jesus sent his disciples out on mission, He told them that 

whatever house they entered to say, “Peace to this house.”  And after the 

Resurrection, what were His first words?  “Peace be with you.”  So what 

is all of this division about? 

 Well, we know the end of the story…We know the Baptism he is 

speaking of,  we know that what Jesus preached, caused disruption, to 

the point of causing his own death. 

 And in the first reading, poor Jeremiah is stuck in a muddy 

cistern.—Why? 

 Well, because he was prophesying that the Israelites were going 

to be defeated by the Babylonians.  So he was trying to encourage them 

to surrender, and at least save their lives, and the city, and perhaps most 

importantly, the Temple.  Well, no one wants to admit defeat, so they 

chose to ignore him, and even silence him, by lowering him into the 

bottom of a muddy well.   

 But, Jeremiah did prophesy correctly, and the Babylonians DID 

defeat Jerusalem, and the Israelites did NOT surrender until the walls 



and the temple and most of the population were devastated …. And 

destroyed…. Not one stone remained upon another. 

  

 So, ultimately, what was it that got Jeremiah lowered into the 

mud, and caused so much discord that it got Jesus raised upon the 

cross???..........  It was….Preaching the Truth…… 

By virtue of our Baptism, we are all called upon to preach and 

LIVE the truth. 

 This is not an easy task in today’s world with so many distractions 

and seeming contradictions.  But, it has NEVER been easy.,,,, That’s why 

the author to the Hebrews warns them, “let us rid ourselves of every 

burden and sin that clings to us and PERSEVERE… in running the race 

that lies before us…… While keeping our eyes FIXED ON JESUS!!!! 

 Often those distractions and the cause of discord in our lives, is 

the world trying to tell us lies and lead us away from the truth and the 

TRUE WAY. 

 And as a monk, I can tell you that, even in the monastery, it’s easy 

to be distracted in a world of facebook and YouTube.  We easily loose 

patience in an age of drive-thru service and Google’s instant answers, 

not to mention all the other forms of instant gratification. 

 So the message of the gospel for TODAY, as it often does, tends to 

be different from that of the World. 

 It tells us to be Patient… to Persevere in the Truth.  While keeping 

our eyes focused on the truth… that is Jesus Christ.  Then we can 

experience the ultimate PEACE, after the purging of the burdens, the 

sins, the lies in our lives. 



 What an appropriate message for us all today, as we are about to 

start a new school year…Finish harvesting the crops…..make 

Preparations for O’Fest, and amidst the 1000 other things that fill our 

days….. Persevere!...and… Keep your Focus fixed on Jesus! 

 

 

 Then, as gold is separated from dross…. So, We too will be purified 

by Christ’s blazing fire of truth.  And believe it or not….. We will be at 

PEACE. 


